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Sunlight makes right for local company

SB-based Open Energy creates solar-celled roofing tiles

PATRICK WRIGHT
Srar WiiTer

A Solana Beach company
is helping turn energy con-
sumers into energy praduc-
ers. Open Energy Corp.
makes solar cnqmpmduo
ing roofing tiles that allow
customers (o produce their
own electricity and possibly
produce it for San Diego

David Saltman, Open En-
ergy’s president and chief ex-
ecutive officer, said the key to

' his company’s solar energy

system is practicality. s
“It’s the only system you
can walk on.” he said. “Tt real-
ly allows photovoltaic (solar
energy) systems to be part of
the home.”
mg:eu Energy seeks _é}:
e more energy-ef-
ﬁcien?,mbaltman said. The
company produces solar en-

ergy systems with solar--

celled, water-resistant roofing
tiles, called SolarSave, which
withstand 280 pounds of
pressure per square foot.
_Solar power isn’t a short-
term investment because
prices for such systems start

at around $26,000 for about
400 square feet of rooftop.
But company officials said
customers get $9,800 of that
price back in state rebates
and federal 1ax deductions at
the end of the vear. Then the
svstem cuts electricity needs
by 60 percent, the cu:gaug
id, which could pay off the
costs within seven years.
Once the system is paid
off, customers could save, or
even make, money in two
ways, according to Saltman.
‘They could up an ener-
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A solar energy system was installed on the roof of the Tahoe Center
m-&umnngummwhm

» SUNLIGHT

Continued from D-1

gy converter, he said, and
send solar-produced electrici-
ty back into the statewide

tem. Such a move actually

in a check, instead of a bill,
from San Diego Gas & Elec-
tric Co. if more energy is pro-

could lower power usa
when energy is in most de-
mand and increase it when
demand is far less, Saltman
said. Customers save money,
he said, from SDG&E credits
iven to reward customers for
ecrea '_ power usc when

is 2
Photovoltaic, or solar, ener-
gy systems use cells inside the

solar rile to capture energy in - San

the sun’s rays$ and convert it to
common electricity.

Sohrauﬁuausahudy
ty. Scott Anders, director of

Couxresy Puoto

Solar energy-producing tiles are
on the roof of the Tahoe Center
environmental science building
at Sierra Nevada College in In-

cline Viliage, Nev.

the Energy Policy Initiative

Center at the University of
Diego School of Law, stud-
ies solar energy and said
about 3,500 residenrial and
commercial buildings in the
San Diego area have solar sys-
tems on their roofs that gener-

San Diego County, he said.

Ed Van Herik, spokesman
for SDG&E, said the company
has contracted to get 300
megawatts of electricty from
solar power by 2010.

Open Energy isn't the only
California company dealing in
solar energy. Power Light
Corp. in Berkeley and RWE
Schott Solar in Rocklin pro-
duce solar e systems
that could be installed on

Schott’s system even tilts to
maximize solar energy pro-
duction during the day. Local-
ly, General Electric is in-
stalling solar energy systems
on the roofs of 14 San Diego
schools, according to a compa-
ny news release.

But unlike Open
systems, those sﬂarm

tons are put on rooftops and
don’t act as roofs themselves,
according to the companies’
Web sites. It makes Open En-

ergy’s solar tiles more attrac-
tive to buildings in northern
or mountainous locations be-

the company to purt a $250,000
solar energy system on the
roof of the new Tahoe Center
environmental science build-
ing, according to a company
:Eliudaﬁ:luha:mn.

When it wasn't protecting
the building from snow, the
solar energy system would
generate around 45
megawatts per hour monthly,
enough icity to power at
said. e

Anders said he was im-
pressed with Open 's
attempts to make the rtiles
look ap: ing in colors
meant to blend in with differ-
ent types of housing styles.
Because solar panels are usu-
ally installed on a roof sec-
tion, and rarely cover the
whole roof, they tend 1o be
easy 1o see and can detract

from a building’s appearance.
Anders said many people
want to install solar energy
systems, but think they look
think there is some logic

to trying to develop project:
that are more aesthetically

" Anders said.

Saltman said there is nc
time like the present for the
country to get serious abou
alternative energy sources

He said the company has $«

co and a medical building ir
b bl e i
1o is company in
to products that use sola
power to turn saltwater int
drinking water.
“We are in a hurry,” he
said. “When you think abou

mmmng,hm'_ we should al

Contact staff writer Patrick Wright a
(760) 7396675 or

imes.com. To
comment, go 10 nCtimes .com.




