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Solar

Mankind's Nuclear Power Plant

BY MICHELLE WAHL
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Dravid Saltman, President and CEO of Open Energy
li_.nrgnr.:.tinn tn San J:I':Ej_eu shares, "] celebrate all forms of
renewable energy, bur from a physics standpoint, the only
source that has the energy content to sasisfy all of
mankind's needs is from a nuclear power plant 93 million
miles sway. . .our sm!”

The solar energy indusory starced in 1954 when Bell
Labs invenced the first photovolmic cell ar TV (basically 2
thick slice of a silicon or semi-conductor marerial which
COMWErts 5|.|:|1'iig|'|l: tnen elecencity). Today, solar ETLETRY o an
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infinice resource, which is barely being uapped. In 2004,
the solar PV was a 36,5 billion dollar industry,
Predicoions esttmate the inlJLuI::r o kit $18.5 hillion
dollars by 2010, Government grants and tax incencives,
such as the recently enacted 115, Energy Ball, help |.l|ul.l:
the ULE, at thitd in dhe would for solar energy usage
t-nliq:\-wing ]A._:r.:n and {_uzrrnan;r'.

According to Saltrsan, “California alone installed 75
[T EEAWETTS of salar 'Y and, in 200%, Fl:sped the |:|rgur. soilar
funding initiative in US hisory” By 2010, legislation may
require solar energy o be 2 major contender for meeting
Calibornm’s growitg encrgy demands with an initiarive o
push far one million homes m have solar power.

Econaamsc and environmental benefies derive from solar
energy. By installing solar panels, 2 home can look at fied
energy prices over the next 20 years compared o the
rollercoaster fees one pays today on odl, gas and gnd
flm ril::l:'f'. TEI:l‘nI'IIJ'-:IE:[.' I'lﬂﬁ I:'-l'.li'.'l.'l.! ll:lJ Ili.:'.",il L'::n&.il:lh._l-
systeens are available from a number of suppliers, Today,



solar tiles are multiple tank produces, class A fire rated, UL
approved, wind certified and part of the building marerial.
The tiles actually match the color and edpe profiles of
traditional tiles used n ﬂq [Hegn. Inseead of two diffesent
trays or retrofit, roofing contractors can install the solar
system a5 a complete roof. The cost can akso be rofled into
your mortgage. This is an additional 15,000 wo $20,000
value when the homeowner sells. The inital payback for
the cost wsually is covered within 3 1o 7 years. As prices
increase, your investment contnwes bor another 20 years
Califormnia pmviniu up to 50 percent savings on the systems
ratal -Pu.r._has.: price with 8 $2.20 per watt rebare.

“Open Energy inspires us w think mors expansively shout
the unlimited namre of energy,” said Saltman. “Every hiour of
every day, enoupgh solar energy falls on our planer to meet
humankind's entire annual power requirements. There is no
scarcity of energy, anly our limived imaginations and rechnical
ahliey tn harness iL We must move beyond petroleum if we
are 1o realize & bright commeon furare for humankind.”

Ervironmentally, we all understand the air pullution
wided o the envimnment by the burmiog of Fossil fuels,
Matural habitats are ofien destoped while drilling for ofl, gas
and coal. The carbon dioxide emissions absarbed inre aar
DORANS CALSE GOSAN, Lepnperarures o rise and the oosmn
chemistry wo change. Plancs are stressed 1o absorb more
pollution as forests are cur and burned, By utilming salar
PLWED, 3 PETSON contrhutes to Ju:u:ninE; dtpu&:’.‘l-tﬁ:.‘t an
fnmipi atl, EciE; eretgy cofnpanies such as BE Shell, GE,
Sharp, and Siemens, are a few whao have shifted 1o making
apnificant investments in energy alternarives like wind, solar,
hao-fuel, and hypdrogen. Today renewable energy is one of the
muost rapidly growing sectors of the global economy. B

Solar Power Canfarence

Wadnesday, October |188h, 2008

5:30 - BA0PM

Halls FGH, San Diego Comvanian Canfar
WA sHarpowWaeaRisrance. oom

Calttornia Cemiar kar Susioinabhs ENengy wwwsdneo. oy

COpen Enengy Corporalion | s Semeneg yeois, com

Make an impact...
just less of one.

Sustainability Coaching

Helping you make sustainable choices at work
and home_ Call to see how we can help you
green up your life and leave less of an impact.

EcoBroker Consulting
F760/271-7128
www.ecobrokerconsulting.com
“In fife, we nesd ko moke the necessary changes
thet will suskain cur children's lives on o healfier planat.”
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